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Section 7.5: Weathering Breaks Down Rocks
Key Question: How does weathering break down rocks?
BEFORE YOU READ
Look at the headings in Section 7.5. How many main types of weathering are there? What are they?
WHILE YOU READ
As you read, complete the following chart.
Type of weathering
biological weathering
_____________________
chemical weathering
What causes this type of weathering?


Living things cause biological weathering. Biological weathering can be mechanical or chemical weathering.


This is caused by physical forces, such as ice, wind, water, and glaciers.
What is an example of this type of weathering?



Rocks in fast-flowing water rub against each other. This wears down the surface of the rocks and makes them smooth.


Carbon dioxide gas dissolves in rainwater to make an acid. This acid rainwater dissolves holes in limestone. Caves can form over a long time.
AFTER YOU READ
In your notebook, list examples of where you see weathering in your community. Which type of weathering do you see the most in your community?
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