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Section 2.5: The Role of Decomposers in Recycling Matter
Key Question: What role do decomposers play in the recycling of matter?
BEFORE YOU READ
Read the Learning Tip on page 44. Discuss the Key Question with a partner. What do you already know about decomposers?
WHILE YOU READ
As you read, make notes about the importance of decomposers. Decomposers are important because
•  ____________________________________________________________________

•  ____________________________________________________________________

•  ____________________________________________________________________

•  ____________________________________________________________________

AFTER YOU READ
Review each figure and its caption. In the space provided, write your thoughts about the role of living things in the recycling of matter.
Figure 1: spaceship
Figure 2: bracket fungi
Figure 3: moulds and bacteria
Figure 4: food web of compost heap
Figure 5: spawning sockeye salmon
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